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Chair’s Message 
 

It is with pleasure that I write this 
letter for our fifth annual FSU CS 
newsletter. Our department continues 
to excel despite recent significant 
budgetary challenges.  Our faculty 
and students continue to receive 

honors and awards.  Our departmental faculty has 
recently been awarded a significant amount of 
research funding in the last academic year.  The 
number of undergraduate majors in the department 

continues to increase and we now have a record 
number of PhD students.  I do regret to inform you 
that we lost one of our own, Emeritus Professor 
Ladislav Kohout.  I hope you read the enclosed article 
to learn more about Professor Kohout's 
accomplishments and to find out the latest events 
concerning the department.  I also encourage you to 
explore the department through our web pages and to 
visit us in person. 

 
 

Ladislav Kohout (1941 - 2009) 
  
by Chris Lacher, Professor Emeritus 
  

I am sad as I write this report to the 
FSU Computer Science family. We 
received the news of the passing of 
Professor Ladislav Kohout during 
the last days of 2009.  As many of 
you know, Professor Kohout had 
been in a partial retirement for five 
years during which he spent only the 

Spring semesters in Tallahassee.  Just last year he had 
entered full retirement from FSU.  Word reached us a 
few weeks after his death on November 20, 2009.  He 
was living at his home in Malta at the time.   
 
All except the most recently graduated students and 
the most recently hired faculty will have vivid and 
warm memories of Professor Kohout.  Many, 
including myself, will have a tug of sadness at his 
passing and a twinge of regret that a postponed 
opportunity is now lost forever - for me, the long 
dreamed of and often discussed intention to research 
topics of overlapping interest, and for many students, 
that special class that got postponed for the next 

degree which is still in the future.  Nevertheless, we 
can all celebrate a life that lifted each of us and our 
university to higher levels of appreciation and 
recognition. 
 
We have never had a more passionate and relentless 
advocate.  Ladislav was always at the front of student 
advocacy with our faculty, departmental advocacy 
with our University, and university advocacy to the 
world.  There are many of us who benefited from his 
tireless work on our behalf, often in ways we may not 
have understood at the time. To name just one 
instance, our graduate students can thank Professor 
Kohout for the innovative and nurturing system we 
have for admission to candidacy, a system that was 
proposed by Ladislav and in the evolution of which he 
played a central role.   
 
Ladislav J. Kohout was born in Prague, of the former 
Czechoslovakia, on January 22, 1941. He received his 
M.S. in Electrical Engineering from the Czech 
Technical University in 1963 and worked for several  

 
Continued on next page 
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David Whalley and Gary Tyson 
were awarded a 4-year, $1.187M 
NSF grant to investigate "Static 
Pipelining, an Approach for Ultra-
Low Power Embedded 
Processors."  Ashok Srinivasan 
obtained a 3-year, $75K ORNL 
grant for "Accelerating Quantum 
Monte Carlo on Emerging 
Computing Platforms at ORNL."  
The total research funding 
obtained during the last academic 
year was about $2.75 million.  This 
funding will not only support the 
research proposed by these faculty 
members, but will be used to 
support numerous students in the 
department. 
 

FSU PhD 
Graduates Earn the 
Highly Competitive 

NSF CAREER 
Award 

 
The NSF CAREER award is one 
of the most prestigious awards in 
support of early career-
development activities of junior 
faculty members.  There have been 
three former PhD graduates of the 
FSU Computer Science 
Department who have received this 
honor.  Frank Mueller graduated 
from FSU with his PhD in 1994, 
was advised by Dr. David 
Whalley, received this award in 
2003, and currently is an associate 
professor at North Carolina State 
University.  Dr. Mueller's research 
interests include compilers and 
code optimization, concurrent and 
distributed systems, real-time and 
embedded systems, architecture, 
and programming languages.  
Yaohang Li graduated from FSU 
with his PhD in 2003, was advised 
by Dr. Michael Mascagni, won the 
NSF CAREER award in 2009, and 

is currently an associate professor 
at North Carolina A&T University.  
Dr. Li's research interests are in 
Computational Biology, Markov 
Chain Monte Carlo (MCMC) 
methods and Parallel/Distributed/ 
Grid Computing.  Prasad Kulkarni 
graduated from FSU with his PhD 
in 2007, was advised by Dr. David 
Whalley, won the NSF CAREER 
award in 2010, and is currently an 
assistant professor at the 
University of Kansas.  His research 
interests include static and 
dynamic/adaptive compilers, 
virtual machines, and computer 
architecture.  These achievements 
of our former graduates are an 
indication of the quality of the 
graduate program in the FSU 
Computer Science Department. 

 

Betty Stanton 
Retiring 

 
I am sure most of our recent 
alumni remember Betty Stanton. 
Betty is retiring and her last day in 
the department was June 30, 2010.  
Betty has served as the 
undergraduate advisor for the 
Computer Science Department for 
the last 8 years and has worked at 
FSU for 30 years.  Most of you 
who knew Betty are aware that she 
helped each undergraduate student 
pursuing a major in the Computer 
Science Department to organize a 
complete course schedule and 
attempted to meet regularly with 
all these students to ensure they 
signed up for courses and 
addressed other issues to keep 
them on track for graduation.  You 
also may be aware that she 
encouraged students to apply for 
various scholarship and internship 
opportunities as they became 
available.  She met potential 
students at Tallahassee Community 
College and during FSU Preview 

and had a continuous flow of 
visiting students and parents in her 
office with inquiries about our 
department.  Betty served our 
department very well in this area 
and was an effective ambassador 
for Computer Science and the 
university as a whole.  Betty 
performed many other duties that 
were not directly related to 
advising.  She helped to organize 
the annual CS honors day award 
ceremony and created certificates 
for various internal CS awards. 
She provided vital data for various 
accountability reports, which was 
instrumental in helping our B.S. in 
Computer Science degree pass 
ABET accreditation.  There were 
dozens of other such activities for 
which Betty provided assistance.  
She will be missed and the 
department wishes her well in her 
retirement. 
 

Alumni Events 
 
Each Friday before Homecoming 
in the Fall semester, the CS 
Department sponsors two events.  
The first event is a "Grad Made 
Good" presentation by a former 
FSU CS student.  This year this 
presentation will be at 2pm on 
November 5 in RBA 101.  RBA is 
the Rovetta Business Building-A, 
which is just east of the student 
union.  The speaker this year will 
be Taliver Heath who graduated 
from FSU with a B.S. in Computer 
Science and Physics in 2005.  Dr. 
Heath later received a PhD in 
Computer Science from Rutgers 
and has been working for several 
years at Google.  He currently is 
the head of Google's Data Center 
Power Team, which attempts to 
minimize the power used at 
Google data centers throughout the 
country.  The second event during 
that same day will be (continued)
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